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Tha  copy  filmad  hora  has  baan  raproducad  thanka 
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Library  of  tha  Public 
Archivas  of  Canada 
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first  paga  with  a  printad  or  iiluatratad  impras- 
sion,  and  anding  on  tha  laat  paga  with  a  printad 
or  iiluatratad  impraaaion. 
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diffbrant  raduction  ratioa.  Thosa  too  iarga  to  ba 
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baginning  in  tha  uppar  laft  hand  corner,  laft  to 
right  and  top  to  bottom,  aa  many  framaa  as 
raquirad.  Tha  following  diagrams  illustrata  tha 
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L'axampiaira  film*  fut  raproduit  grica  A  la 
gin^roait*  da: 

iM  bibiiothiqua  das  Archivas 
pubiiques  du  Canada 

Laa  imagas  suh/antaa  ont  At*  raproduitas  avac  la 
plus  grand  soin,  compta  tanu  da  la  condition  at 
da  la  nattat*  da  Taxampiaira  film*,  at  en 
conformity  avac  las  conditions  du  contrat  da 
fiimaga. 

Las  axampiairas  originaux  dont  la  couvarture  an 
papiar  aat  imprimte  sont  filmfo  an  commanpant 
par  la  pramiar  plat  at  an  tarmlnant  solt  par  la 
darnlAra  paga  qui  comporta  una  amprainta 
d'Impraaaion  ou  d'iiluatration,  solt  par  la  second 
plat,  aelon  le  cas.  Tous  las  autras  exempiaires 
originaux  aont  filmte  an  commanpant  par  la 
pramlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  empreinte 
d'Impreaalon  ou  d'illustration  at  an  tarmlnant  par 
la  darnlAre  page  qui  comporte  une  telle 
empreinte. 

Un  dee  aymboles  suivants  apparattra  sur  la 
dernlAre  image  de  cheque  microfiche,  selon  le 
caa:  la  aymbole  «►  signlfie  "A  SUIVRE",  le 
symbols  V  signlfle  "FIN". 

Les  certes,  planches,  tableeux,  etc.,  peuvent  hue 
filmis  A  des  taux  da  rMuction  diffArents. 
Lorsque  le  document  est  trop  grsnd  pour  Atre 
reprodult  en  un  seul  ciichA,  11  est  film*  A  partir 
de  Tangle  aupAriaur  geuche,  de  geuche  A  droite, 
et  de  haut  en  baa,  an  prenant  la  nombre 
d'imeges  nteessaira.  Lea  diagrammas  suivants 
lilustrant  la  mAthode. 
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PETITION. 


To  tfie  Honorably  the  Knights,  Citizens  and  Burgesses  of  Canada, 
in  J^arliameut  assembled  : 

THE  HUMBLE  PETITION  OF  JOSEPH  PAINCHAUD,  OF  THE  CITY  OF  QULiiEC, 
PHYSICIAN  AND  SURGEON,  AND  OF  THE  UNDERSIGNED  CITIZENS, 
MOST  RESPECTFULLY  REPRESENTS, 

That  on  the  night  between  the  twenty-fifth  and  twenty-sixth  of  December  last, 
thQ  ex^n^ve  rafige  of  bijil(Jings,  l^upwn  as  the  Artillery  Barracks  and  Arsenal  near 
Palace  Gatie,  ir^  the  U|>i)er  Town  of  the  City  of  (Quebec,  took  fire  from  some  accident 
or  cause  to  youjr  Petitionej-s  i^nkno^y^,  and  Avas  thereby  destroyed. 

That  during  tlie  conflagration,  and  to  arrest  its  progress  (as  it  was  said),  gun- 
powder was  placed,  by  order,  as  the  Petitioners  are  informed,  and  believe,  of  the 
Commandant  of  the  Garrison,  Colonel  Gordon  Higgins,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  in  a  i)art 
of  the  building,  and  in  the  immediate  proximity  of  the  dwelling  houses  in  which  your 
Petitioners  and  their  families  reside,  and  that  the  same  was,  without  any  previous 
notice  to  them,  and  without  the  least  knowledge  on  their  part  of  the  intention  of  the 
said  Commandant,  Colonel  Iliggins,  blown  up.  In  consequence  vvhereof,  not  only 
the  dwelling  houses  of  your  Petitioners  were  materially  damaged  by  the  explosion, 
but  the  lives  also  of  your  Petitioners  and  of  their  families  were  thereby  imminently 
endangered. 

That  your  Petitioners  have  the  greater  cause  to  complain  of  the  danger  to 
which  they  and  their  tamilies  were  thus  unnecessarily  subjected  on  the  occasion,  by 
Colonel  Higgins,  the  Commandant  of  this  (iarrison,  inasmuch  as  in  i>ursuing  the  course 
your  Petitioners  complain  of,  he  did  not  as  your  Petitioners  are  informed,  and  believe 
the^  can  i)rove,  vouchsafe  to  consult  on  the  subject  the  local  authorities,  or  any  of 
tJiem,  competent  to  decide  thereupon,  who  were  on  the  spot,  and  that  the  blowing 
up  of  the  portion  of  the  building  in  which  by  his  orders  gunpowder  was  so  placed, 
did  not  extinguish  the  fire,  nor  in  the  least  arrest  its  progress,  it  being  also  very 
manifest  at  the  time,  that  such  step  would  prove  wholly  unavailing.  In  fact  several 
persons  present  who  were  of  that  opinion  endeavoured,  Imt  to  no  purpose,  to  remon- 
strate, as  your  Petitioners  are  informed,  with  the  said  Commandant,  on  the  inutility 
of  the  measure  he  was  adopting. 

That  this  assumption  of  Colonel  Higgins,  as  Commandant  of  the  Garrison  of 
Quebec,  to  blow  up  by  means  of  gunpowder,  and  in  a  populous  neighbourhood,  a 
public  building  in  a  state  of  conflagration  in  this  City,  with  i'  view  of  arresting  the 
progress  of  the  flames,  and  without  previously  consulting  in  some  shape  or  other  the 
competent  local  authorities  of  the  City,  is,  your  Petitioners  humbly  submit,  however 
well  intended  it  may  have  been,  a  most  dangerous  precedent,  and  one  of  a  nature  to 
alarm  the  Citizens,  whom  it  is  of  a  tendency  to  deprive  of  a  rightful  protection  of  the 
Jaws  of  the  land,  and  to  place  them  under  military  rule  and  despotism. 


That  your  Petitioners  therefore  humbly  submit  the  case  to  your  Honorable 
House  with  the  view  to  prevent  on  any  future  occasion  of  the  like  nature,  a  recur- 
rence of  the  grievance  whereof  they  complain  ;  and  to  secure  to  themselves  4tnd 
their  fellow  Citizens,  in  such  cases  hereafter,  the  protection  of  such  law  or  laws  as 
Your  Honorable  House  may  deem  expedient  to  enact  for  the  purpose,  and  that  the 
(Utizens  of  Quebec  may  not  remain,  on  occasions  of  the  sort,  subject  to  the  mere 
will  and  pleasure  of  the  person,  who,  for  the  time  being,  may  be  the  Military  Oom- 
uiandant  of  the  Garrison  ;  and  moreover  humbly  pray  that  Your  Honorable  House 
will  be  pleased  to  institute  an  enquiry  into  the  origin,  circumstances,  and  incidents 
of  the  said  fire,  in  order  that  Your  Honorable  House  may  fully  understand  the 
subject  complained  of,  and  determine  as,  to  justice,  it  may  seem  most  expedient. 

And  your  Petitioners,  as  in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray. 


Quebec,  10th  September,  1852. 


JOSEPH  PAINCHAUD,  M.  D. 
WILLUM  HOLEHOUSB. 
Mrs.  DAVID  ROSS. 
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